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Clay County Civics Review Packet: Important Notes and Directions 

 

Important Notes: 
1. Limitations: 
This packet was created as a self-paced review tool for 8th graders enrolled in M/J United States 
History & Civics in preparation of the state-mandated Civics EOC. This packet will never replace 
the value of daily teacher instruction. Because it is designed to be completed independently of 
regular class instruction, success with this material is heavily dependent upon student effort. 
Students are encouraged to seek the assistance of their social studies teacher throughout the 
process. Additional resources, including videos for every benchmark, can be found on Escambia 
County Schools’ EOC review site: 

http://www.ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/civics 

2. Organization 
The civics curriculum is comprised of 35 tested benchmarks. A benchmark identifies what a 
student should know and be able to do. Every benchmark contains benchmark clarifications 
(BC) which indicate how achievement of that benchmark must be demonstrated.  
 
In this packet, students have a set of notes providing background information on every 
benchmark clarification, courtesy of Florida Joint Center for Citizenship. For each BC, they also 
have a learning activity. Following completion of the BC tasks, students use what they’ve 
learned to complete a single benchmark task. 

Directions: 
Note: These are standardized directions. Teachers can modify this fit each individual student’s 
needs. Students should be aware of their teacher’s expectations for each unit. 

1. Review what the benchmark is asking you to know and be able to do. 
2. Review the tasks associated with each benchmark clarification (BC).  
3. Conduct a close read of the first set of notes with BC1.  
4. On a separate sheet of paper (unless otherwise indicated), create your written response 

to the task associated with BC1. Take time to create a quality response, explaining all of 
your answers with details from the notes. 

5. Repeat steps 2-4 with the remaining BC tasks. 
6. Read and complete the benchmark task at the bottom of the page. Your response to 

these questions should be a minimum of 7 sentences long. 
7. Turn in entire packet plus written work to your teacher with your name at the top. 

**You are encouraged to seek the assistance of your teacher if you have any questions. 

http://www.ecsd-fl.schoolloop.com/civics
http://www.floridacitizen.org/


C2.1: Define the term “citizen” and identify legal means of becoming a US citizen. 

 

 
Extra Practice: iCivics “Immigration Nation” game 

 

Benchmark Task: 
How would you describe the process of becoming a naturalized citizen? What do you think it 
means that people choose to go through this process? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benchmark 
Clarification 

Task 

BC1 Using the information from the 14th amendment and the summary, create a graphic 
organizer showing the three major ways a person can become a citizen. 

BC2 There are six basic conditions that must be met for an immigrant to become a citizen. 
Pick two that you think are most important and explain your reasoning. 

BC3 Explain one way that immigrants have affected our society. 
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SS.7.C.2.1 
Define the term “citizen,” and identify legal means of becoming a U.S. citizen. 

______________________________________________________________________________________	  
 
SS.7.C.2.1 Benchmark Clarification 1: Students will define citizenship as stated in the 
Fourteenth Amendment.  
 
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.  – U.S. 
Constitution, Amendment XIV, Section 1 (1868) 
 
The original draft of the U.S. Constitution adopted in 1789 did not include a definition of U.S. 
citizenship.  However, the Constitution referenced citizenship several times without having 
a formal definition.  It was not until the passing of the 14th Amendment in 1868 that a formal 
definition of U.S. citizenship was added to the Constitution.   
 
The 14th Amendment, as shown above, defines citizenship as belonging to anyone who is 
born in the United States or is an immigrant who has completed the naturalization process.  
There are two methods by which someone can become a U.S. citizen by birth.  If a person is 
born in the United States, in one of its territories, or on a U.S. military base, that person is a 
citizen through the law of soil.  This method does not require the mother or father to be a 
U.S. citizen in order for the person to be granted citizenship.  The other method of gaining 
citizenship is for one of a person’s birth parents to be a U.S. citizen.  Under this condition, 
U.S. citizenship is passed to the child from the natural mother or father.  This method of 
gaining citizenship is called the law of blood.   
 
Citizens, as defined by the 14th Amendment, are guaranteed their natural rights to life, 
liberty, and property which cannot be taken away without due process of law. 

 

14th Amendment - an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that defines citizenship, grants citizenship to former slaves and 
defines voters as males at least 21 year of age 
 

citizenship - being a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

due process of law - a system of justice based on the principle in the Fifth Amendment that a person cannot be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property without appropriate legal procedures and protections 
 
immigrant - laws passed by government  to protect natural rights	  a person who comes to a country to live permanently 
 
law of blood - the principle that a person's nationality at birth is the same as that of his or her biological mother 
 
law of soil - the principle that a person's nationality at birth is determined by the territory within which he or she was born 
 
naturalization - the process by which an immigrant becomes a citizen 
 
natural rights - the belief that individuals are born with basic rights that cannot be taken away by governments 
 

 
 
 
 
 
	   2



	  

SS.7.C.2.1 
Define the term “citizen,” and identify legal means of becoming a U.S. citizen. 

______________________________________________________________________________________	  
 
SS.7.C.2.1 Benchmark Clarification 2: Students will define citizenship as stated in the 
Fourteenth Amendment.  
 
If an immigrant wants to become a U.S. citizen, the immigrant must meet a set of 
conditions.  The table below lists the basic conditions required for naturalization. 
 

Immigrants must:   
be at least 18 years old.            
have been a resident of the United States for five years, without leaving for more 
than 30 months combined and for no more than 12 uninterrupted months throughout 
the five-year period.   
file for a petition for naturalization. 
take a test to show that they can read, write, and speak English, and demonstrate 
knowledge of American history and the U.S. Constitution. 
be able to prove that they are of good moral character. 
have two U.S. citizens confirm that the applicant will be of good moral character. 

 
 
Once all of the conditions above have been met, the applicant must take the “Oath of 
Allegiance.” The oath is the last step in the naturalization process and requires a person 
seeking citizenship to pledge their loyalty to the United States.  

 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

good moral character - not participating in certain crimes or behavior  
 

immigrant - laws passed by government  to protect natural rights	  a person who comes to a country to live permanently 
 
naturalization - the process by which an immigrant becomes a citizen 
 

resident - someone who lives in a place for a minimum period of time 
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SS.7.C.2.1 
Define the term “citizen,” and identify legal means of becoming a U.S. citizen. 

______________________________________________________________________________________	  
 
SS.7.C.2.1 Benchmark Clarification 3: Students will evaluate the impact of the 
naturalization process on society, government, or the political process. 
 
Debates about citizenship and naturalization have impacted society, government, and the 
political process.  Citizenship remains a frequently debated and sometimes controversial 
topic.  At times, Americans have disagreed about who should be granted citizenship by 
naturalization and about how difficult the process should be to gain citizenship.  Some 
people question how long an immigrant should be allowed to live in the U.S. without 
applying for citizenship.  Political parties have incorporated these questions about 
naturalization into their party platforms, and candidates’ views about naturalization 
influence how voters feel about naturalization and the importance of U.S. citizenship.  As 
more immigrants naturalize and become involved in the political process they also influence 
the debate by casting their votes, running for elected office, being selected for public office, 
and suggesting legislation and government decisions.   
 
For example, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was changed in 1975 to require that election 
ballots be printed in all of the languages in a county where at least 5% of the citizens living in 
the county speak the same language.  In other words, if 5% of the citizens living in Orange 
County, Florida speak Spanish, then all of the election ballots must be printed in both 
Spanish and English.  This requirement makes it easier for naturalized citizens from Latin 
America and South America to vote. This is because every item on the ballot, including 
proposed constitutional amendments, is printed in Spanish.  Since the Voting Rights Act was 
changed in 1975, more naturalized U.S. citizens from Latin America and South America vote 
in elections and candidates are more likely to include Spanish language commercials and 
posters in their campaigns showing that they are reaching out to these naturalized citizens.  
Florida elected its first U.S. Senator of Cuban descent in 2004 (Mel Martinez) and two 
brothers, Mario Diaz-Balart and Lincoln Diaz-Balart represented Florida in the U.S. House of 
Representatives for several years at the same time until Lincoln Diaz-Balart decided not to 
seek re-election in 2010.  Congressman Mario Diaz-Balart was born in Florida (citizen by law 
of soil) while Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart was born in Cuba (naturalized citizen). 
 

  

candidate -  a person running for political office 
 
citizenship - being a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

immigrant - laws passed by government  to protect natural rights	  a person who comes to a country to live permanently 
 
naturalization - the process by which an immigrant becomes a citizen 
 

party platform - a document stating the aims and goals of a political party 
 

Voting Rights Act of 1965 - a federal law that banned race discrimination in voting practices by federal, state, and local 
governments 
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C2.2: Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation and serve on 
juries. (Also assesses C2.3 – Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state and federal 
levels) 

 

Extra Practice: iCivics “Responsibility Launcher” game 

 

Benchmark Task: 
Some people think that our government demands too much from citizens in terms of obeying laws, 
paying taxes, defending the nation and serving on juries. Do you think we expect too much, too little or 
just enough of citizens? Explain your reasoning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benchmark 
Clarification 

Task 

BC1 Explain the difference between an obligation and a responsibility; provide examples in 
your comparison 

BC2 Of the 8 examples of obligations and responsibilities, pick three that you think do the 
MOST for the common good. Explain why you chose each. In your answer, be sure to 
include your understanding of what common good means. 

BC3 Draw pictures of two examples of “active participation in common good”  
BC4 Read what the text says about why we should vote. If this is true, why don’t you think 

we have better voter turnout on election days? 
BC5 Create another scenario for paying taxes or obeying laws. 
BC6 In your opinion, what would be worse for our country—if nobody petitioned the 

government anymore or if people stopped attending civic meetings? Explain the 
reasons for your choice. 

BC7 If you want to improve your community, what obligations and responsibilities should 
you engage in for the best impact? In your response, provide examples.  
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 1: Students will distinguish between an obligation or 
duty and a responsibility as it relates to citizenship.   
 
The United States government recognizes a citizen as a legal member of the nation who is 
either born or naturalized in the United States.  Being a U.S. citizen means that there are 
both obligations and responsibilities that must be met, in order to maintain representative 
democracy and the proper role of government.  An obligation is an action that a citizen is 
required to fulfill by law.  A responsibility is an action that a citizen should take for the sake of 
the common good.  Below are examples of obligations and responsibilities: 
 

Obligations of Citizens 
An action that is required by law 

Responsibilities of Citizens 
An action that benefits the 

community/people 
Obeying laws Voting 
Paying taxes Attending civic meetings  
Defending the nation Petitioning the government 
Registering for selective service Running for office 
Serving on juries Performing community service 

 
 
 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

common good - beliefs or actions that are seen as a benefit to the larger community rather than individual interests, also 
known as the public good 
 

naturalized - a person that has gone through the process by which an immigrant becomes a citizen 
 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
 

selective service - a system by which men ages 18 through 25 register with the U.S. government for military service 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 2: Students will recognize the concept of the common 
good as a rationale for fulfilling the obligations and/or responsibilities of citizenship. 
 

Each citizen in the United States has certain obligations and responsibilities. Both the 
government and citizens are responsible for protecting the rights of individuals and for 
promoting the common good (benefits to the community/people). 
 

When citizens fulfill their obligations to the government they are making the United States a 
safer and better place to live.  By following the law and not committing crimes, communities are 
less dangerous places.  By paying taxes, citizens are ensuring that the government can afford 
to provide services that benefit the general public.  By choosing to defend the nation, citizens 
are making sure that those who live in the United States are protected against enemies. And 
finally, by serving on juries, citizens are making sure that the right to a trial by jury is protected.  
All of these examples demonstrate how citizens, by fulfilling their obligations, can protect and 
promote the common good.  See the chart below for more examples: 
 

Citizen Obligation How the Obligation Relates to the Common Good 
Obeying the laws Obeying laws keeps order so that people are safe. 
Paying taxes Taxes pay for large programs that benefit everyone (roads, 

schools and libraries, among others) 
Jury duty By participating in jury duty, one is protecting the 

constitutional right to be tried by one’s peers. 
Defending the nation Defending the nation benefits the entire country and 

protects the nation.  
 

Responsibilities of a 
Citizen 

How the Responsibility Relates to the Common Good 

Voting Voting relates to the common good because voting is one 
way for citizen views to be heard by representatives of the 
people.   

Attending civic meetings By attending civic meetings one is able to have one’s voice 
heard by public officials. 

Petitioning the government Petitioning the government allows one to voice one’s 
opinion to the government.   

Community service Community service helps the common good.  It benefits 
everyone when a citizen sees a need in their community 
and takes an extra step to find the solution. 

 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

common good - beliefs or actions that are seen as a benefit to the larger community rather than individual interests, also 
known as the public good 
 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 3: Students will evaluate the obligations and/or 
responsibilities of citizens as they relate to active participation in society and government. 
 

Each citizen has certain basic obligations and responsibilities that relate to active 
participation in society and government.  Active participation happens when a citizen is actively 
participating to help maintain promote the common good. 
 
Active participation comes in many different forms for both obligations and responsibilities.  
Obeying the laws, registering for selective service, defending our nation, serving on juries and 
paying taxes are all obligations and examples of active participation in the society and 
government. 
 
Registering to vote, attending civic meetings, joining interest groups, joining a political party, 
running for office, and petitioning the government are all responsibilities of good citizens and 
are examples of active participation in the society and government. 
 
 

 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

common good - beliefs or actions that are seen as a benefit to the larger community rather than individual interests, also 
known as the public good 
 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
 

selective service - a system by which men ages 18 through 25 register with the U.S. government for military service 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 4: Students will examine the significant contributions of 
citizens to a democratic society. 
 

A citizen is a legally recognized and protected member of a country.  In the United States, 
citizens have both obligations and responsibilities.  In a democracy, the people actively 
participate in government and make decisions to promote the common good.  Examples of 
contributions that citizens can make, as related to obligations and responsibilities, include: 
 

Obeying laws (obligation) – there are federal, state, and local laws that everyone has to follow. 
 

Paying taxes (obligation) – there are federal, state, and local taxes that everyone must pay.  
Taxes pay for different services. 
 

Jury duty (obligation) – the right to a trial by jury is a guarantee for the people;  it is an 
obligation for citizens to serve on juries. 
 

Defending the nation (obligation) – all males between the ages of 18-25 have to register for 
selective service (this does not mean they are automatically active in the military; instead, this 
means that they may be called up in an emergency draft situation). 
 

Voting (responsibility) – voting is important to the function of a democracy.  Voting gives 
citizens the opportunity to be heard by government and to express their points of view about 
candidates. 
 

Attending civic meetings (responsibility) – when one attends civic meetings, one can become a 
more informed citizen, which is important in a democracy. 
 

Petitioning the government (responsibility) – petitioning the government is a freedom listed in 
the First Amendment to the Constitution.  This freedom allows individuals to tell the government 
what they believe the government should do, such as asking U.S. Senators to vote to ratify a 
treaty.   
 

Running for office (responsibility) – running for office provides citizens an opportunity to 
become involved in the government and represent their community. 
 

Community service (responsibility) – performing community service provides an opportunity for 
people to see problems in their community and help to fix them.  
 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

common good - beliefs or actions that are seen as a benefit to the larger community rather than individual interests, also 
known as the public good 
 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
 

selective service - a system by which men ages 18 through 25 register with the U.S. government for military service 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 5: Students will use scenarios to assess specific 
obligations of citizens. 
 
 

Obligation Scenario 
Obeying laws A citizen is driving on a highway that has a posted speed limit.  The 

citizen is obligated to follow the posted speed limit and not to 
exceed it while driving.   

Paying taxes A citizen eats a meal in a restaurant and is presented with the bill.  
The bill includes an amount for sales tax.  The citizen is obligated 
to pay the sales tax in addition to the cost of the meal.   

Jury duty A citizen receives a notice to appear for jury duty.  The citizen is 
obligated to go to court on the assigned day even if the citizen has 
a job and will lose pay from their job because the citizen will not be 
going to work while on jury duty.   

Defending the 
nation 

A male citizen turns 18; he must register for the Selective Service 
System, which he can do online on the Selective Service System 
website.   

 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

selective service - a system by which men ages 18 through 25 register with the U.S. government for military service 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 6: Students will identify the consequences or predict the 
outcome on society of citizens who do not fulfill their citizenship responsibilities. 
 
If citizens did not fulfill their responsibilities, the United States would be a very different place. 
 

Responsibilities of a 
Citizen 

What are the Consequences if People do not Fulfill this 
Responsibility? 

Voting If people do not vote, the government will only represent 
those people who do vote. 

Attending civic meetings If people do not attend civic meetings, it is more difficult to 
get involved and know what is happening in the community 
and government. 

Petitioning the 
government 

If people choose not to exercise this freedom, the 
government will assume that the people are happy with the 
government’s decisions.  

Community service If people choose not to offer community or volunteer 
services, problems can get overlooked and people who need 
help will not get their needs met. 

 
 
 

 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

petitioning the government - any nonviolent, legal means of encouraging or disapproving government action, directed to 
the judicial, executive or legislative branch 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
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SS.7.C.2.2 
Evaluate the obligations citizens have to obey laws, pay taxes, defend the nation, and serve on juries. 

Also Assesses 
SS.7.C.2.3 - Experience the responsibilities of citizens at the local, state, or federal levels 

SS.7.C.2.14 - Conduct a service project to further the public good 
______________________________________________________________________________________	  

 
SS.7.C.2.2 Benchmark Clarification 7: Students will evaluate the impact of civic participation 
has on society, government, or the political process. 
 
Each of the obligations and responsibilities that citizens are expected to fulfill have a major 
impact on society, government and the political process.  
 

Obligations of a Citizen How does this Obligation Impact Society, Government or the 
Political Process? 

Obeying the laws It is important to obey laws in order to have a safe 
community. 

Paying taxes Taxes impact whether individuals will be provided 
government services. 

Jury duty Jury duty has a major impact on the outcome of a trial. 
Defending the nation People who defend the nation keep the country safe. 

 
Responsibilities of a 

Citizen 
How does this Impact Society, Government or the Political 

Process? 
Voting Voting impacts those who serve in government and who 

makes political decisions. 
Attending civic meetings Decisions that impact the government and society are made 

at civic meetings. 
Petitioning the 
government 

Petitions can impact decisions made by the government and 
affect change in communities. 

Community service Communities and neighborhoods are improved when people 
volunteer and provide services. 

 
 

 

citizen - a legal member of a state and/or country 
 

obligation - something a person is required to do 
 

petitioning the government - any nonviolent, legal means of encouraging or disapproving government action, directed to 
the judicial, executive or legislative branch 
 

responsibility - something a person should do 
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